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RELIGIOUS DECISION. 
My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed.—Psatms, 57, 17. 


Sucu was the impassioned exclamation of David ; and it should 
be the language of every regenerated soul. Every professing 
Christian should have the same deliberate firm, purpose. No one 
pretending to be on the Lord’s side should doubt whether he is 
there, or Bive others reason to suppose that he has a divided mind. 
Having clearly apprehended duty, he should come to a full, un- 
shakendecision todo it. On this point, there should be no hesitan- 
cy; it should be settled forever. Adopting the exclamation of the 
Psalmist as his own, he should say—‘‘ My heart is fixed, O God, 
my heart is fixed.” 

Religious Decision,—this is our subject: which will be pre- 
sented under two inquiries. 

I. On what was David’s heart fixed? 

II. Why should ours be thus fixed ? 


I. On what was David’s heart fixed ? 

1. It was fixed on the supreme choice of God and his service. 

Mankind, at their introduction into existence, are presented with 
two distinct objects of choice. Their Creator and the world, both 
solicit their affections. To one or the other of these, the heart is 
freely given. It is impossible that the heart should be given to 
both. There is but one commanding, supreme choice of the soul. 
There is but one throne in the heart, and the Most High and the 
world cannot both be upon it. David, though he, in common with 
his fallen race, naturally chose the world at first, afterwards under 
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the influence of the Divine Spirit, centred his affections upon Je- 
hovah. Submitting to God, he gave himself up to God, and 
taking the attitude of a willing and obedient child, gave bim his 
love, his talents, and his service. He took Jehovah for his por- 
tion,—as the alone, proper, and satisfying rest for his soul. “J 
trust in thee””—is his confession : “‘ there is none upon the earth that 
I desire besides thee. Thou art my rock, my fortress, my deliverer, 
my God, in whom I will trust, my buckler, the horn of my salva- 
tion, and my high tower. I esteem all thy precepts concerning all 
things to be right, and hate every false way.” 

2. It was fixed, further, on the diligent study of the holy oracles 
of God. 

He was ardently attached to the inspired volume. He drank 
freely from this celestial fountain, and drew copiously from these 
heavenly stores. In the historical, doctrinal, preceptive, and pro- 
phetic portions, there were charms for his pious mind. It guided 
him in difficulty—illuminating his path ; it consoled him in afflic- 
tion; it animated him to do and to suffer. On the perfections of 
the glorious Being it revealed, he dwelt with fondness, and on the 
bright predictions of the Lamb of God to be slain, his eye kindlin 
with hope, delighted to linger. Banqueting on the sacred Word, 
he exclaimed—“ it is sweet to my taste, yea, sweeter than honey 
unto my mouth. Oh how Jove I thy law! it is sweeter to my taste 
than honey and the honey-comb. More precious is it to me than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold.” So keen was David’s relish for 
the Bible—so fixed his heart on heavenly truth. 

3. It was fixed, also, on the settled purpose, frequently and fer- 
vently to pray to God. 

He prized the throne cf Grace, and came often to it. It was 
his pleasure there to supplicate the Spirit to pour light into the 
dark chambers of his mind. Alone incommunion with God—in 
retirement bending the knee before the King of Kings—he ingenu- 
ously confessed his transgressions, sought sanctification, and in peni- 
tence, humility, and faith, cast himself on the all-supporting Arm. 
“ Awake,” he exclaimed, “I myself will awake early for devotion. 
Morning, evening, and at noon, seven times a day will I cal! upon 
thee.” When beset with temptations, when harrassed by perplexi- 
ties, when visited with trying providences—on all occasions, in 
health and-sickness, prosperity and adversity, he poured out his 
soul to the Author and Preserver of his being. 

4, It was fixed, likewise, on the firm intention to bring the lost 
children of men to love and trust in God. 

He longed to deliver men from the iron, merciless fetters of 
Satan, and introduce them into the glorious liberty of Jehovah’s 
children. To this end he praised God that they might love Him: 
to this end, he set forth the Lord’s kindness, that they might trust 
Him: to this end he exhibited the confusion and anguish which 
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would come upon workers of iniquity, that they might fear to sin: 
and thus he counselled and warned the impenitent earnestly, af- 
fectionately, and thoroughly. 

5. It was fixed, indeed, on the purpose in every possible way, 
to further the interests of Christ’s Kingdom. 

It was his fervent desire, his constant, unwearied study, to pro- 
mote and diffuse piety. Regarding himself, not as the proprietor 
ofthe manifold grace of God, but an obliged, highly-favored recip- 
ient of the same, he did what he could to dispense it to others. 
As God had given him all things richly to enjoy, he aimed to be 
almoner of these blessings, glorify God, and become the honored 
instrument of advancing his cause. He made it no secret that he 
had espoused the service of the Most High ; he subjected himself 
to ridicule and rage because of this his profession ; in his daily de- 
portment, before his subjects, he exemplified religion in its purity 
and power, and longed to erect a temple for the worship of Jeho- 
vah. 

On such objects was the heart of the Psalmist fixed. In other 
words, he was decided in religion. He surrendered himself to the 
Lord—not in a compromising spirit—but with a settled purpose to 
lead a Christian life, and render to Him a full and faithful service. 


II. Why should our hearts be thus fixed? or why should we aim 
at the same elevated standard of piety ? 

1. We should be thus decided, and our heart thus fixed, because 
of the degrading character of indecision. There is something posi- 
tively disgraceful, in a wavering, vacillating state of mind. It be- 
comes a rational, intelligent being to investigate principles and as- 
certain what is right. It becomes him to compare the right and 
wrong, the advantages and disadvantages of different courses of 
action, and then, distinctly expressing a preference of one over 
other, to act accordingly. There is something in our nature which 
leads us to disrespect the man who has no judgment of his own, 
who is blown about by every wind, and turned from his course by 
every opposing current. The man on no side in politics and 
morals, has usually many sides—which fact is anything but credita- 
ble to him. But on the subject of religion, indecision is especially 
disgraceful. Disgraceful is it for all ; for reason, revelation and com- 
fort, demand of every rational being to decide for his Maker, or against 
Him. But for a professing Christian—one who pretends ioe on 
the Lord’s side and engaged in his service, to know not where he 
actually is—to be drawn in opposite directions—now here and 
now there—to be vacillating between God and mammon, heaven 
and the world, is signally dishonorable. Having looked at Jeho- 
vah and Satan, and compared their respective merits, having con- 
trasted the narrow path of safety and glory, with the broad road of 
transgression and death, and having avouched God to be his God, 
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and the way of duty and life, the way in which his feet are planted, 
—nothing should turn him aside; lukewarmness and _hesitanc 
should for ever vanish, and he should exclaim with the Psalmist— 
‘¢ my heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed.” 

2. Our heart should be thus fixed, because this is the great object 
for which we were sent into the world. 

For what end was this planet spoke into being? Why was this 
round earth, with its spreading valleys, towering mountains, and 
majestic oceans first ‘‘ hung upon nothing,” and now kept there? 
What, but that it might be the habitation of an order of creatures 
who should be the declared, and the actual, determined friends of 
the Lord of Hosts? For this end was it made, and for this ex- 
press purpose was existence given us. We were placed here, sub- 
jects of moral government, to decide whether we would renounce 
the authority of Jehovah, or submit to it—whether we would give 
him our affections, or place them elsewhere—whether we would 
bestow upon him our influence and services, or not. We were 

laced here to take sides, to dispose of our hearts, to embrace that 
Sreawhe can be with us through life and death, and immortality. 
Shal) then no decision be made, and the high end of our being set 
at nought? Shall that momentous question be kept open, which 
existence was given us to decide? No: whatever else is put off, 
in whatever other matters we remain hesitating, it should not be as 
to whom we will bow—to whom we will cling, and whom we 
will obey. On this point we should be immediately and unaltera- 
bly committed—saying “‘ my heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
fixed.” 

3. Another reason why we should be steadfast and immovable 
in religious duty is, that all the obstacles in the path of duty, 
were distinctly foreseen when the obligation to a fixed perform- 
ance of duty was laid upon us. 

When Jehovah wrote the law of supreme love to Himself, and 
impartial love to man, which comprehends our every duty—when 
he wrote this with his burning finger on Sinai’s summit, all the 
opposing obstacles to the keeping of that law in all its particulars, 
lay as in sunbeams before his eye. These foreseen obstacles, 
however great and formidable though they might have been, did 
not prevent him from making just such a law as he did, nor from 
binding us, one and all, rigidly to keep it. In view of every situ- 
ation in life, every variety of circumstances, everything which has 
a tendency to draw down the affections of men from himself, or 
cause them to be cold and inconstant in his service, he demands 
the stability of godliness. Knowing what was in man, he knew, 
indeed, the weakness of human nature; but he knew also its 
strength. Above all, he knew the strength which he could and 
would impart to a steadfast, heroic disciple. 

4, The Christian’s heart should be thus fixed, because there is 
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no reason why it should not be thus fixed. His foundation is sure. 
He is not following cunningly devised fables. There is a God. 
«‘ Thére is a book which he has writ to teach us all what we 
must do.” ‘The Creator of the world has been upon it in the form 
of a servant, that its inhabitants may mount up among Cherubim 
and Seraphim. ‘The Ancient of Days has been cradled as an in- 
fant of days, that immortal man may, through a boundless eter- 
nity, climb the regions of light and life. Man has a soul in which 
infinite treasure is garnered up. It could not be properly ex- 
changed for the universe, though every planet was gold, and 
every stararuby. There isa heaven of exhaustlessglory. There 
isa hell of insufferable anguish. There are solemn verities—un- 
changeable realities. He who believes this, believes what is true, 
and only what is true ; and if such a belief is influential, it is but 
what might be expected. 

Nor has the Christian anything to conceal. He has no reason 
to conceal the fact that he loves the greatest and the best of beings ; 
or, that holiness is preferable to sin; or, that he wishes to possess 
the temper of the Lord Jesus ; or, that while others are reclining 
in the lap of luxurious enjoyment, or panting after fading honors, 
or crossing seas in quest of perishable wealth, he wishes to subdue 
his wayward, depraved passions, become like God, serve him, 
and dwell for ever withhim. There is nothing in either the sen- 
timents of the Christian, his purposes, or hopes, to in the least dis- 
suade him from saying, ‘‘ My heart is fixed,O God, my heart is 
fixed.” The moon riding high in the heavens—the sun blazing 
at its meridian, have nothing to be ashamed of—and just as little 
has the Christian. 

5. His heart should be thus fixed, because there is everything 
in the responsible profession he has made, calculated to fix it. 

He professes to have experienced a spiritual change which is 
deep and thorough. This change, going down into the depths of 
his moral being—revolutionizing his volitions and desires—causing 
“old things to pass away, and all things to become new,” may 
reasonably be expected to exhibit itself in the life. The Chris- 
tian may properly be expected to show his principles, and act con- 
sistently with them. The Gospel is decisive in its tones, and should 
produce marked decisive effects. None should be in danger of mis- 
taking his character, who professes, under the energy of divine 
truth wielded by the Spirit, tobe born again. There should be that 
conscientious regard for God—that subjugation of evil passions— 
that unbending integrity—that solicitude for sinful, dying men— 
that grappling with the powers of darkness and organized wicked- 
ness—in a word, that discharge of the duties of active piety, 
which, manifesting itself at home, and abroad, everywhere—will 
cause it to be read as in letters of light, that there is a radical and 
permanent distinction between him and others—that he has a re- 
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generated heart, and that that heart is fixed—anchored in truth and 
righteousness. 

6. Our heart should be thus fixed, because, otherwise we shall 
never accomplish any great good. 

The man who accomplishes much in anything is not the fickle, 
unstable man. It is the man of settled views—the man who has 
some definite purpose, and moves uniformly and steadily onward. 
Obstacles give way before such a man. Mountains which obstruct 
the progress of others, dissolve and flow down before his march. 

Look at the individual who has yielded his heart and life to the 
influence of some mighty principle, and how he triumphs! How 
his energies tell! Hence, the most estimable characters—the most 
signal benefactors of their species have been distinguished for 
their decision. Such was the spirit of an Esther, who, moved by 
the sacred promptings of humanity went in unto King Ahasuerus, 
though in opposition to the laws of the realm, exclaiming—“ if I 
satdh, I perish.” Such was the spirit of a Nehemiah; who, 
while discharging his duty, and in danger of the sword of the as- 
sassin, being advised to take refuge in the temple, heroically re- 
plied—* should such a man as I flee ? and who is there that being 
as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go 
in.” Such was the spirit of the three Hebrew captives ; who when 
commanded to bow down before the golden image set up in the plain 
of Dura, or be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace, undaunt- 
edly told the impious monarch, ‘“‘ Our God, whom weserve is 
able to deliver us from the burning, fiery furnace, and he will de- 
liver us out of thine hand, O King ; but if not, be it known unto thee 
O King, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image whieh thou hast set up.”? Such was the spirit of a Daniel, 
who, when he knew that the imperial edict had gone forth, and the 
document was written and sealed, consigning him to a den of lions, 
if he prayed to the God of his nation; nevertheless, went to his 
dwelling and hischamber, and there with his windows open towards 
Jerusalem, the seat of his father’s sepulchre, “ kneeled upon his 
knees three times a day and prayed, and gave thanks before Jeho- 
vah, as he did aforetime.”” Such a one was the Savior. His 
entire life was one bright exhibition of unshrinking fidelity to God, 
and the cause which he had espoused. His “ heart was fixed.” 
He laid his course, and was not blown from it. Temptations 
and trials, Scribes and Pharisees, and Priests moved him not. 
He came to establish a pure religion, and declared that he did, 
and boldly prosecuted his errand in defiance of threats and suffer- 
ing. He rebuked sin, humbled pride, charged home guilt in the 
ears of an irritated multitude, and cleared his Father’s temple 
of money-changers. Such men were the apostles, Peter and 
John, who, when threatened with imprisonment and death, 
if they spake at all or taught in the name of Jesus, an- 
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swered—‘¢ Whether it be right in the sight of God, to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge ye; for we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and heard.” Such 
aman was the apostle Paul, who, when his friends would dissuade 
him from going to Jerusalem, because certain that bonds and affilic- 
tions there awaited him, repliel—‘‘ What mean ye to weep and to 
break my heart? for I am ready, not to be bound only, but also to 
die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’ Such a man 
was Chrysostom, who, when menaced by Eudoxia the empress, 
said—‘** Go tell her I fear nothing but sin.”’ Such a man was 
Luther. ‘I view,” said he, “ the will of the Emperor as expres- 
sive of the divine will, and I will go to Worms, though I should 
encounter as many devils there, as there are tiles upon the houses.”’ 
Such a one was John Knox, whom the tears and beauty of Queen 
Mary could not subdue, nor her denunciations terrify ; and over 
whom, as he lay in his coffin, Morton, the regent truly remarked— 
“There lies one who never feared the face of man.” And thus 
the aged Eleazer, when tormented that he might abjure his reli- 
gion, ‘‘ Prepare your instruments of torture,” said the venerable 
man; “kindle your flames to a fiercer rage ; I stand without fear 
amidst your frightful engines and implements of martyrdom; I 
will not save these silver locks by violating the laws of my God !” 
here was moral intrepidity—religious decision. The hearts of 
these ones were fixed. They had not “the spirit of fear, but of 
power, and of love, and ofa strong mind.” Hence they achieved 
something. Hence the Savior “ finished the work that was given 
him to do, and brought in everlasting righteousness.” Hence 
Peter, John, and Paul, were the successful bearers of salvation. 
Hence the fame of Luther and Knox is now published louder 
than the thunders of the Vatican, and the names of the others live 
among the precious records of truth and piety. The useful Chris- 
tian, he whom Jehovah selects to high achievements, is no trim- 
mer, or temporizer, or unstable person. : He shows his colors. Men 
see what and where heis. If an action is right he does it. If it 
is wrong he does it not. He protests against it. Hence, the 
word Protestant—sainted name. Sneer you may, frown you may, 
threaten you may. It is all one to him. He stands immovable. 
His heart is fixed. God blesses such a man. His influence is 
felt, and will continue to be felt till time shall be no longer— 
while immortality endures !” 

7. Our heart should be fixed, because our happiness will thus 
be greatly promoted. 
_ Weare so constituted that decision in reference to any subject, 
is an agreeable state of mind. On the contrary, indecision is 
attended with pain. How frequently is the remark made, indica- 
tive of trouble—I know not what to do, I know not which to 
choose !”” The mind in such a state, drawn in opposite directions, 
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is in a state of distressing perplexity. Neutral ground is not solid 
ground, nor is it comfortable to stand upon. Like a Serbonian 
bog, it trembles beneath the tread. The heart must be fixed 
somewhere. Neither wholly for God nor against him, there is the 
disquiet of “a bird that has wandered from its nest.””_ But he who 
has chosen God for his sovereign and portion, determined upon 
what is right, and unflinchingly pursues it, has a temper of mind 
calm and peaceful. There is no fluctuation of judgment, no con- 
flicting feelings. His soul is at rest; his “ heart is fixed.” The 
wicked know what to expect of such a one, and after a trial of his 
integrity let him alone. They know that he will not violate his 
conscience nor tamper with sin, and that they might as well attempt 
to heave the eternal hills from their foundations, as to drive him 
from his steadfastness. Jehovah loves him and manifests himself 
graciously unto him. Faithful to his Maker, his Maker is faithful 
to him. Honoring God and God’s word, holding affectionate in- 
tercourse with God, cherishing an invariable interest in the pros- 
perity of His kingdom, governed not by maxims of worldly pru- 
dence, or considerations drawn from what is of earth earthy, 
Jehovah honors him. He sheds abroad in his heart, “ peace 
passing all understanding,” and gives to his Christian character 
a growing brightness. While “he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed ;’’ and while “ the 
wicked are as the troubled sea when it cannot rest, whose waters 
cast up mire and dirt, the work of righteousness is peace and the 
effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance forever.” 

Hence the words immediately following the exclamation of the 
text. ‘* My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed.” What 
then? “T will sing and give praise.” This settled state of mind 
brings with it rich delight. Moored to the throne of the Almighty, 
we catch there heavenly beams and breezes and sweep the strings 
of our harp. Standing on this empyreal eminence of devotion, far 
up towards heaven, light from that world of melody and joy comes 
— into our souls, and the storms of earth break harmless at our 

eet! 

It is told of Isabella of Castille, that though she was some time 
agitating the question, whether to patronize Columbus or not, in 
his contemplated voyage of discovery; yet, that when she had 
once trusted to his reasonings, and had decided so to do, a glow of 
delight pervaded her soul and entering a cathedral, she engaged 
in holy praise to God, and called upon her subjects to unite in her 
thanksgiving. This joy was the joy of decision. 

8. Our heart should be thus fixed, because religion is thus com- 
manded and God glorified. ' 

Nothing exhibits religion to such advantage as Christian deci- 
sion. Let him who has espoused the Redeemer’s cause be 
devoted to that cause,—let him say, “ What more have I to do 
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with idols,”’—let him fearlessly avow his principles,and intrepidly 
support them, and glory is reflected from his consistent conduct 
upon his profession. 

There is something in decision of character which commends 
itself, even when exerted in a bad cause. There is a sublimity, 
though it be a terrible sublimity, thrown around the man who is 
inflexible in his purposes, and moves on determinedly to their 
accomplishment, unattracted by smiles, and undaunted by frowns. 
‘Ve somehow respect Milton’s Satan, though a desperate and 
abandoned fiend ; and see something noble in Napoleon, quailing 
not before danger, and pushing steadily on his bloody conquests— 
a prodigy among warriors. Decision of character invests an un- 
righteous cause and clothes even a monster, a devil, with interest. 
How, then, does it commend and exalt when beheld in the Chris- 
tian! To see one acting up to his profession in al! circumstances ; 
never turned aside from the path of rectitude by temptations, or 
taunts, or threatenings; bold in reproof, self-denying in illicit 

ratifications, uncompromising with sin and every evil way whether 
in theory or in practice ; this is the moral sublime, the perfection 
of humanity, the investiture of it with angelic divine excellence ! 
How is that religion honored which can take an apostate, fickle, 
depraved creature, and make such a character of him? And how 
does such a character, moving about in a corrupt world, 


‘¢ faithful among the faithless, 
Unshaken, unseduced, unterrified,” 





glorify that Being whose precepts he practises, and to whose alle- 
giance he has sworn! Strike out from the Bible the decision of 
Daniel, that of the three friends who entered courageously the 
furnace, and the long roll of apostles and martyrs who loved not 
their lives to the death, the death which lay at the end of the path 
of duty, and you blot out from the sacred page, glory of exceed- 
ing brightness. 

9. Another motive for this fixedness of heart may be drawn from 
the peculiar features of the age in which we live. The cast of 
piety which suits this age, is not of the superficial passive kind. 
Our age has its own peculiarities, and such are these peculiarities, 
that it demands a high tone of christian principle and practical 
obedience. 

A spirit of investigation is abroad. Men think for themselves, 
and act accordingly. The past has no authority over them, nor 
has the present, unless a reason, and an adequate reason, is 
assigned. 

A spirit of innovation is abroad. Old land-marks are removed, 
new theories in politics and morals are broached. New plans set 
on foot. Men pant after novelties, and have a growing disrelish 
for what they have been long accustomed. Not only like the 
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Athenians, would they “hear or tell some new thing,” but they 
would devise and adopt something new. 

It is an age bold in sin. Infidelity open and disguised, is rag- 
ing in various forms. Mighty engines of evil are at work. There 
is great intellectual power and cunning ingenuity, to which de- 
pravity gives direction and terrible success. Errorists are active, 
and contagious ones unwearied in their efforts to undermine and 
infect. What do such exigencies demand! Not a divided mind 
a vacillating judgment, a meagre piety, hesitating, half-way Chris- 
tians. 

What is needed and imperiously called for, are disciples of the 
Lord Jesus, whose hearts are fixed, and whose piety is steadfast 
and unwavering. ‘The soldiers of the Cross are to know their 
leader, have assured confidence in him, and be fully established 
and equipped. Like Great-Heart in Bunyan’s Pilgrim, they 
should be girded in the inner and the outer man. Such are the 
ones, and the only ones, who, in the midst of tossings and tumults, 
will remain firm—wiso to temptations will be invulnerable—who 
will be elevated above worldly shifting principles—shrink not from 
encountering the scoffer; and such are the only ones who can 
break down the organized opposition to righteousness, and arrest 
the influences arrayed in hostility against God. And not only is 
decided piety demanded to raise barriers to evil, but a fixed spirit 
of holiness is required, as preparatory to that predicted millennial 
period which cannot now be remote. An age when missionaries 
are multiplying, steam-presses printing Bibles, Tracts, and reli- 
gious books with almost inconceivable rapidity ; when Popery is 
waning and decaying, Mahomedanism, as a political power, failing 
and passing away, every region of the globe, open or opening to 
the Gospel, and the spirit of the Lord moving upon the nations, 
as erst over the darkness of the primeval waters; the professed 
children of the Most High should be spiritual, decided, and intre- 
pid. At such a moral crisis, their hearts, like David’s, should be 
fixed—fixed in fighting the good fight of faith, in elevating the 
standard of piety, in gathering souls into the heavenly kingdom, 
in clothing, with increased efficiency, every benevolent enterprise ; 
and in “ giving Jeliovah no rest, till the righteousness of Zion goes 
forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth.”’ . 

10. We observe, once more, that such fixedness of heart will 
afford comfort in the evening of life, and triumph in the hour of 
death. If our lives are spared, we shall soon pass from the 
blossomings of youth, and the maturity of manhood, to “the sere 
and yellow leaf” of old age. When that time comes, the mind 
recurring to the past, will experience joy or sorrow, as we have or 
have not cleaved to heavenly principles, and developed them in 
our walk from day to day. If it can then be seen that we have 
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yielded a firm, faithful devotion to Jehovah, manifested the noble 
character of persons regenerate, held converse with heaven, and 
been satisfied with nothing less than blessing a world, how de- 
lightful will be such a retrospect—how ecstatic the joy which will 
possess the soul! But if, upon the evening of life, comes the 
melancholy reflection, that we have followed Christ, if at all, afar 
off,—that we have been spiritual cowards and sluggards, a scandal 
upon religion, we must hide our heads in shame. But whether 
advanced age is upon us or not, the sober honest hour of death is. 
Then, holy elevation of purpose and action will be all that will” 
be accounted of any worth. Then, while he who is compelled to 
look back upon what he had not the virtue and courage to resist, 
condemns himselif—then, while he who is compelled to look back 
upon a round of empty duties, and cold formalities, will be filled 
with darkness and dismal forebodings; the man of unbending reli- 
gious principle, he who has regarded the voice of his King, reve- 
renced His truth, and been religiously inflexible “through evil 
report and through good report,” will have the overshadowings of 
the divine glory, and a voice from it, animating, enrapturing on 
the ears of his soul— well done, good and faithful servant!” 

Thus have our two interrogatories been answered :— 

On what was the Psalmist’s heart fixed ? 

Why should ours be thus fixed ? 

In conclusion, let us inquire: Are our hearts thus fixed? What 
reply, brethren, can you give? Have you, like David, an unyield- 
ing regard for the authority of Jehovah? Do you delight in His 
word and incommunion with Him? Do youstrive to bring others 
to a saving acquaintance with Him? Do you, irrespective of 
what the world think, say, or do, render Him a full and faithful 
service? Do you do this with a free, undivided heart? Is your 
heart fixed to do it? O, that we could all, O, that the present 
generation of Christians could say, yes. This is piety according 
- to the scriptural standard. Possessed by every member of the 
Church, what a powerful testimony would be borne to the reality 
and beauty of religion! Then would “ Zion look forth, fair as 
the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners.” 
O, when shall the time come, when all the professed disciples of 
Jesus, shall have this firm, noble, heroic fixedness of heart! 

Again, let me ask, is it ours? If not, how much has been 
already lost? If, when we first hoped that we were the Lord’s— 
first came to his table, we had thus fixed our hearts and kept them 
fixed until now, what heights in holiness should we have attained, 
how useful and honorable our career! Had we given ourselves 
up to him entirely, lived in an atmosphere of prayer, and fed upon 
the sacred page—if, instead of halting between the opposing 
attractions of earth and heaven, we had taken a decided stand for 
God, having no fellowship with the works of darkness, but reprov- 
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ing them and stamping them with infamy, many bulwarks of sin 
would have been demolished, and many, now wrapped in the 
slumbers of spiritual death, and wedded to iniquity, been enrolled 
among the subjects of Immanuel. 

Let, then, the resolution now be made, in dependence on grace, 
that God shall indeed have our hearts from henceforth. Consider 
the motives to this end which have been offered. Let not our 
professions stand alone. Let them be joined to evangelical obe- 
dience. There are professions enough—let there be corresponding 
practice. Resolve, if there is a heaven, I will get to it; and, if 
possible, I will get others to it. While I live in this world, there 
shall be no doubt whose I am, and whom [ serve. I will emulate 
the devotion of David. Like him, my heart shall be fixed—fixed 
to love my King, my Bible, and holiness—fixed to resist evil in 
high places and low places—fixed to be a faithful soldier of the 
Cross. My eye shall be circumspect and my armor bright. 

The Lord dispose each of us to make su.) a resolution, and give 
us strength to keep it. As “He steadfastly set His face to go to 
Jerusalem,” so may we steadfastly set our faces towards the Hea- 


venly City, and stop not till we eross its golden threshold, and 
are surrounded with its glories. ; 


SERMON CCCCLXIII. 


BY REV. HENRY A. ROWLAND, 
PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, HONESDALE, PA. 


GOD’S WORD UNFAILING.* 


For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither 
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it ma give seed 
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth ; it shall not return unto me void; but it shall aceomplish that which I 
please, and prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.—Isaran 55: 10. 


In the natural world, there is a wise adaptation of agencies to 
produce beneficial results. So perfect is the wisdom of that God 
who presides over the course of nature, as intuitively to compre- 
hend her operations, and to provide those instrumentalities which 
may be needed to effect an important and valuable end. The 


* Delivered before the Synod of New York and New Jersey, Oct., 1847. 
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world is full of agents which are co-operating, each in its own pro- 
per. sphere, to fulfil his wise designs. 

One of these agents is the sun whose beams irradiate the earth, 
quicken its vegetation, and impart those influences by which it is 
refreshed with rain in due proportions, and supplied with the light 
and heat which are required to bring its fruits to maturity and pre- 
pare them for the sustenance of man. 

Another of these agents is water, which, under the influence of 
heat, ascends from the earth as vapor, floats in the atmosphere, 
is collected into clouds, borne by the winds to places the most re- 
mote, condensed by cold, and shed down again to earth as rain or 
dew, and when congealed by the winter’s frost, as snow or hail. 
This self-regulating process of evaporation and condensation, has 
existed from the creation of the world. ‘The sun exhales the 
vapor from the earth, the atmosphere sustains it, the clouds be- 
come the vehicles of its transportation, and it is discharged from 
them in a form best suited to the irrigation of the soil. Thus the 
earth is constantly refreshed with m osture, and enabled to sustain 
vegetable life ; the fountains are supplied, the brooks replenished, 
and the ground prepared for the labors of the husbandmen. 
Through this simple process, God performs a great work for man ; 
and he provides seed for the sower, and bread for the eater, which, 
human wisdom, independently of his agency, could never obtain. 

These beneficial results in the natural world, are produced 
through His providential care; and, in the moral world, He is 
equally the source of all good influences, and His word is the 
channel through which they flow.—“ For as the rain cometh down 
and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither but watereth 
the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed 
to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goeth 
forth out of my mouth; it shall not return unto me void ; but it 
shall accomplish that which I please, and prosper in the thing 
whereto I sent it.” 

The truth communicated by the prophet respecting the Messiah’s 
advent, his sufferings and death, and the universal extension of 
his kingdom, and which comprises everything essential to salva- 
tion, is the word to which special allusion is here made. These 
are the great truths which pervade the whole system of revelation, 
and bind all its parts together in symmetrical and beautiful pro- 
portions. We do no injustice to the text, therefore, when we ap- 
ply it to the whole of that word which God has communicated to 
man for the guidance of his moral actions, and as his directory to 
heaven. 

This word is contained in the Sacred Scriptures, which have 
been divinely given to men. God has had personal and direct 
intercourse with them, and His communications have been put on 
record. He has written His law on two tables of stone, and re- 
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vealed it to the world through Moses. He has inspired holy men 
of old with a knowledge of the truth which they have written 
down by His directions and published. The thoughts or will of 
God thus expressed to men, are properly denominated His Word. 

To this the Psalmist often refers as the source of instruction, 
guidance, counsel, admonition, joy, and hope. ‘“‘ Give me under- 
standing,” he says, ‘‘ according to thy word.” ‘‘ Order my steps 
in thy word.”” ‘Quicken me according to thy word.” ‘T will 
delight in thy statutes, I will not forget thy word.” ‘I hope in 
thy word.” 

This word is, through various channels of communication, im- 
parted to men; and its influence on the intellectual and moral 
world, resembles that of the rain and dew on the world of nature. 

The press exerts an efficient agency in the dissemination of 
truth ; and, through its instrumentality, copies of the Word of God 
are indefinitely multiplied. Modern improvements in the arts, 
have brought them to such perfection that an edition of the Sacred 
Oracles may be thrown off from the press in a very brief portion 
of time, and the rags which are gathered from the streets to-day, 
may to-morrow present themselves as a volume, containing the 
whole of the revealed will of God to man; nor are there any 
bounds tothe multiplication of these volumes. 

The Word of God, thus fitted for use, and communicating all 
that is essential to salvation, may lie upon one’s table, and be dail 
consulted, as the mariner consults his chart to discover the difh- 
culties and dangers which may affect his safety in a hitherto untried 
voyage. It may be made the companion of his life, may accom- 
pany him in his travels, converse with him by the way, comfort 
him in affliction, prepare him for the varied changes of his earthly 
pilgrimage, and enable him, at last, to reach in safety his journey’s 
end. 

Through parental instruction, vast multitudes receive their first 
impressions of truth; and through the Sabbath school and other 
analagous methods, is the Word of God brought into contact with 
the human heart, instructing, counselling, admonishing, and guid- 
ing those who are reached by its influences. 

Christian example is another, and one of the most efficient means 
of communicating the Word of God. It presents to view an em- 
bodiment of its holy precepts, and exhibits to the world the supe- 
rior excellence of its doctrines. The example of Christ, which is 
set forth in the Sacred Records, is a practical exemplification of 
the precepts which he taught, and it will be'the means of convey- 
ing to mankind a more perfect knowledge of his religion tb the 
end of time. So also does the example of Christians give an apt 
illustration of the truth; and it is compared by our Savior to light 
shining in darkness. 

But, it is through the voice of the living preacher, that this Word 
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is especially designed to be communicated to men. Jesus Christ 
commanded his disciples to go into all the world and make known 
his Gospel to all ‘nations; and in obedience to this injunction, 
many have already gone forth, bearing his Gospel in their hands 
and on their lips, to remote nations ; and there is scarcely a people 
on the face of the whole earth, who have not heard proclaimed in 
their own tongue the wonderful works of God. 

The influence of the Word as thus disseminated, is as necesary 
for the promotion of happiness in the moral world, as the rain and 
dew are in the world of nature, for the production of those fruits 
which are required for human subsistence. We view the luxuri- 
ant garden, with its varieties of fruit and flower, and the land- 
scape, as it spreads itself out in beauty to the eye; we repose 
under the shade of the thick foliage, and are led with gratitude to 
view the evidences of our Creator’s goodness which are on every 
side displayed to our observation; and when we see the morning 
dew glistening in the sunbeam, and the gentle showers descending 
on the fields and groves, we discover a primary cause of this beauty 
in the element which is so wisely dispensed. Let this be with- 
held, and the attractions of this natural scenery would soon all 
vanish. 

So the Word of God, in the moral world, is the source of all 
those genial influences which impart happiness to man, and em- 
bellish the field of moral vision which lies around him. Go where 
the influence of this Word has never been felt, and the eye will 
rest only on a moral desert, as bleak and desolate as the vices 
and wickedness of man can make it. But when the Word of 
God sheds its benignant influences down upon this waste, its aspect 
is changed, and in place of darkness, ignorance, superstition and 
sin, there are knowledge, religion, and happiness diffused 
abroad, 

But how, it is asked, is this change produced, and in what way 
does the Word of God accomplish this desired result. This we 
may perceive, if we view the effects which this word produces on 
a single individual whom we assume to be a fair representative of 
the race. He is one who has wandered far from God and is na- 
turally possessed of a sinful heart,—a heart full of desires which 
he does not approve, and whose tendencies are to courses of con- 
duct which he has prohibited. Living to his own worldly enjoy- 
ment, he has cast off his higher responsibilities to his Crea- 
tor. God as the object of love, is not in all his thoughts. The 
language which his conduct speaks respecting him is, depart from 
us for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. ‘This man is a 
fair representative of the world without God. His desires, if in- 
dulged without restraint, would bear him far away from moral vir- 
tue, and sink him from his present position in society to the low- 
est point in the descending scale, and into a worse state of dark- 
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ness, pollution and guilt, than ever presents itself to view within 
the moral horizon. But at length he is reached by the Word of 
God as in one or another of its forms it is communicated to the 
world. 

Perhaps while wandering in the street on the holy Sabbath he 
enters a Christian sanctuary ; and the voice of the minister of the 
Word, pourtraying the human heart in its degeneracy, arrests his 
attention. He listens with an interest before unfelt ; and while 
his own character is presented to view through the moral likeness 
which it bears to others of the human family, he feels the truth. 
The Word, through the influences of the Holy Spirit, becomes 
quick and powerful, and sharper than a two-edged sword, piercing 
even to the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit, the joints and the 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
The law of God arrayed before him in its spirituality and power, 
becomes the mirror in which he sees himself reflected, and when 
he departs from the sanctuary, it is with the inquiry on his lips 
“¢‘ what must I do?” 

Again he seeks that sacred place, and a new theme is intro- 
duced. He hears from the minister of the Word, that ‘ Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners,” that **‘ he came to 
seek and save them that are lost.” It is a truth adapted to the 
necessities of his moral nature, and which comes home with 
power to hisheart. He listens to the wonders of redemption, and 
of the forgiveness of sins through a Savior’s name; and while 
the cross in its attractions is held up to view, he looks upon his Sa- 
vior there as expiating by his death the sins of men. This, he 
says, is the very Savior that I need. I am that poor lost sinner 
whom he came to save; ke died on that cross for me. Then the 
thought of his own ingratitude to one who has given his life for 
his redemption, pierces his heart. His soul is melted to tender- 
ness, his eyes overflow with tears; he bows in penitence at his 
feet in true submission, while his affections, now renewed and 
changed, go forth and fix themselves on Christ, his Savior. He 
is now ready to wash his feet with his tears, and to wipe them 
with the hair of hishead. He receives him by faith into his heart, 
becomes an imitator of his excellence, and henceforth lives to re- 
flect his glory in the dark world around him. This momentous 
change in his character and destiny, is effected through the power 
of that divine Word, which like the fire and the hammer breaketh 
the flinty rock in pieces. 

These are the legitimate effects of this word, when its power 
is exerted on a single heart; and similar to these are the effects 
produced in all who experience the moral transformation which it 
imparts. Such changes are rapidly multiplied under the auspi- 
cious influences of the Holy Spirit, when they are poured out on 
the Christian Church. Under its ministration, churches are built 
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up, revivals of religion encouraged, morals are improved and so- 
ciety is blest. Its effects are discoverable in all classes of the 
community ; conversions are multiplied, vicious customs ,changed, 
the charities of religion assume the place of selfishness, and the 
dark places of the world, once the habitations of cruelty, become 
illumined by those celestial beams before which vice hides its 
polluted head, and the enemies of virtue retire abashed and con- 
founded. 

When the missionaries of the cross first bore this Word to the in- 
habitants of the South Sea Islands, they discovered nothing but 
moral darkness there. Ignorance and superstition reigned tri- 
umphant, and sin had enthroned itself in the hearts of that degraded 
people. But when the spoken language of the natives had been 
reduced to a written form, and the word of God had been pub- 
lished in that language, when it had been taught in the Sabbath 
school, communicated through the press, proclaimed from the pul- 
pit, and exemplified in the lives of its ministers, and when the 
Holy Spirit had descended in connexion with their teachings a 
change vast and great ensued. Knowledge, civilization, and re- 
ligion, were the fruits of the Word as there dispensed ; and that 
once degraded people became, through its influence, comparative- 
ly enlightened and happy. 

India was once a moral waste. 'The most horrid cruelties were 
fostered by the rites of a false religion there, and throughout all 
India, the eye could not rest on a single spot which was not 
darkened with ignorance, and given over to the unbroken reign 
of a bloody superstition. But the Word of God has been borne to 
India, and wherever if has been dispensed, light has been irradiat- 
ed ; and now from the very heart of India to its utmost bounds its 
influence is beginning to be felt, changing the customs of society, 
banishing vice, repressing the cruelties of a false religion, and con- 
verting some souls to God. And in reflecting on the past, who 
can doubt, that not India only, but Africa, and the whole world 
shall soon feel the spiritual and life-giving power of this divine 
word, and be turned in heart unto the Lord. 

It cannot return unto Him void. Whether declarative of saving 
truth, or the future extension and glory of the Church, it will be 
alike operative. Many, to whom it is in kindness borne, may 
slight it ; many may cast it aside as the rocky cliff sheds off from 
its impenetrable surface the mercy drops of heaven, and they may 
thus Tomine themselves of its saving power. But God’s benefi- 
cence is not the less because those whom it would bless will not 
receive the blessing. Others will be benefited by it if they do not. 
The sower will still continue to receive his seed, and the hungry 
their food, and this is the object which God has in yiew ; not that 
the indolent shall share with the industrious, nor the scornful con- 
temner of grace, as do the humble recipients of it. 
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It is true that there have been periods in the history of the 
world discouraging in their aspect. Who could have read the 
divine promises of the future extension of the Church a few cen- 
turies since, and,.from the state of the world as it then was, could 
have anticipated anything but a failure of these predictions? 
Eventful periods there have ever been in the progress and spread 
of true religion when everything seemed gloomy. But even 
then, amid all its discouragements, faith has triumphed, and the 
result has proved that the Word of God is unfailing. 

Abraham enjoyed the promise of an innumerable seed, and 
that they should possess the land of Canaan as their inheritance. 
But there was a time when the prospect of the accomplishment of 
this prediction was very faint. Oppressed by the strong arm of 
power, and for centuries enslaved, the Israelites were dispirited, 
and their faith had become almost extinct, when, suddenly, light 
broke upon them, and under the guidance of that God who went 
before them in a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, they 
crossed the trackless desert, cast out the heathen before them, and 
possessed the promised land. 

When the city of Jerusalem had been demolished, and the Jew- 

ish nation transported in captivity to Babylon, God announced 
through his prophets the termination of their captivity, and that 
their city and temple should be again rebuilt, the latter with more 
glory than before ; and he fixed the time when these great events 
should transpire. 
. But cheerless were the hopes of those who sat down by the 
rivers in Babylon, hanged their harps on the willows, and wept 
when they remembered Zion. But when the predicted period 
came, the Babylonish nyse had been displaced by that of the 
Persian conqueror. A new king was upon the throne, and he be- 
came the agent, in God’s hands, of restoring the captive nation to 
its home and of rearing again the walls of their city and temple. 

When the advent, character and work of Christ were predicted 
there were many things respecting them which seemed dark, con- 
tradictory, and inexplicable. But in the fulness of time the truth 
of every prediction was fully verified, so that we, in this age of 
the world, look back ‘in astonishment at the accuracy of the word 
of prumise as compared with the result. So also in respect to the 
rise of Anti-christ and of the Mahommedan power, and in respect 
to their declination and fall, has God’s Word hitherto not returned 
unto Him void. 

Never did this word seem more inoperative than in the dark 
ages. Then the Church had only a name to live, and the Word 
of God was for centuries withheld from it. It was hidden and 
lost, as were the books of the law during the reign of some of the 
idolatrous kings of Judah. It was neither read in the closet, nor 
published from the pulpit; but it lay concealed in monasteries, 
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where it had accumulated the dust of successive generations. 
Consequently its peculiar influences were unfelt, excepting by the 
few who still retained it in the mountains of Piedmont and the 
nation of the Waldenses. ‘There, in those secluded valleys, and 
amid those inaccessible rocks, far away from the theatre of human 
ambition and of worldly strife, this Word continued to be preached, 
and to pour forth among that people its healthful influences, like 
their own beautiful springs, which, issuing from the shaded re- 
cesses of their mountains, sent their sparkling waters coursing 
down their vales. 

But when Luther discovered it, produced it from the cloister, 
translated it into the language of the people, and sent it forth clothed 
in its own simplicity and power, it imparted a new impulse to re- 
ligion, and changed the moral aspect of the world. While hid- 
den in monasteries, and withheld from the study of mankind, it 
must have seemed as if the promises of God respecting it could 
never be accomplished ; but no sooner was it brought to light, than 
the hopes of its enemies were overthrown. 

As a branch of the river Tigris, when it reaches a certain point 
in its course, buries itself in the soil, and pursues its subterranean 
way, depriving the earth above it of its verdure and leaving it a 
sandy desert, till at length it emerges from its hidden channel, and 
courses down a vale watered and beautified by its refreshing influ- 
ence, so the Word of God, at the dark ages, disappeared from 
the world and all seemed lost; but, at the era of the Reformation, 
it emerged from its concealment, and has since continued rolling 
onward in its course, as the river the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God. 

When Wickliffe and others who succeeded him, had translated 
the Scriptures into the English tongue, and when, by royal per- 
mission, this Word had been set up in the Churches and allowed 
to be read and preached, the sturdy mind of the common people 
soon became embued with its truths, and they would no longer 
consent to bow their necks to the yoke of a tyrant’s bondage, for 
they rejoiced in that liberty wherewith Christ had made them 
free. Steadily have they advanced in the enjoyment of the bless- 
ings, which accompany the knowledge of this Word, and to this, 
we, their descendants, owe our liberties, the enjoyment of ur 
wise institutions, our social order and happiness, and those eternal 
hopes which are the crown of our blessings and our most invalua- 
ble heritage. 

Look abroad on this fair land, adorned with every natural beau- 
ty, rich in its resources, the abode of freedom, the home of reli- 
gion, the Eden of the world, and ask, what is the chief source of 
our happiness, and whence do we derive those invaluable bless- 
ings which cluster around us, and of which the knowledge of God 
is chief. And the reply is, we owe them all to that divine word 
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which is read in the closet, taught in the Sabbath school, pub- 
lished from the pulpit, and communicated through innumerable 
channels to the heart. God has said that wherever dispensed, it 
shall not return unto him void; and here may we behold the ful- 
filment of this promise, here gather up abundant testimonies that 
his Word is true. 

And when shall the progress and influence of this Word be stayed ? 
Not while the heart of Christian love continues to beat in the dis- 
ciples of Christ, and the eye of pity to look upon one of the 
apostate race, who is ignorant of the true God and Savior. Nor 
while the press, and the very elements themselves, are made sub- 
sidiary to the promulgation of this Word. Not while the Chris- 
tian pulpit is free, and continues to utter forth‘its heavenly truths 
with fidelity and power. Not while from the valleys to the moun- 
tain tops, the song of praise is caught and re-echoed by the devoted 
followers of the Lamb, increasing in numbers and activity for the 
promotion of this cause. No! there will be no stay to its progress, 
till the world shall be free from the ruin of the great apostacy, 
and Christ, the sun of Righteousness, shall shed his blessed beams 
down into every darkened spot on the face of the whole earth. 
Till then, ‘‘as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread 
to the eater: soshall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth : 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. In 
view of this subject, we may perceive, 

1. That the Christian and the Church are safe. 

That Word which created the earth and spread out the heavens 
—which gives law to the the countless worlds which roll above us 
—upholds the universe, and from age to age endures the same—is 
that which is pledged for the safety of all who confide in it. 

The material objects of beauty and grandeur on which we often 
gaze in admiration, shall all pass away. The time is coming 
when the mountains and valleys shall be no more; when the eye 
shall no longer rest on the verdant fields and majestic forests ; when 
the rivers shall no longer roll their sparkling waters onward, nor 
the mighty ocean longer lash our shores; for the world and all 
things that are therein, shall be consumed, “ and the heavens shall 
be rolled together as a scroll, and pass away ;”” but never will there 
come a time when God’s Word shall return unto Him void. It will 
endure amid these changes, and is inviolable , for ‘‘ Though the 
mountains depart, and the hills be removed, yet my kindness shall 
not depart from thee, nor the covenant of my peace be removed, 
saith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee.” 

The eternal hills do not rest on so sure a foundation, as do the 
hopes of those who repose their confidence in the Savior. “I 
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give unto them eternal life, said He, and they shall never perish.” 
“‘ My father who gave them me is greater than all, and no man 
shall pluck them outof my Father’s hand.” Nothing can occur 
to destroy their happiness. They are safe, for ever safe, because 
they are sustained by the sure Word of promise, and are upheld by 
the everlasting Arm. 

So also is the Church safe which is built on these promises. It 
may be called to suffer trials, be conscious of discouragements, 
and driven to repose a more entire confidence in its divine Pro- 
tector, but still it is sustained by him who has said, “I have gra- 
ven thee on the palms of my hand, I will never leave thee nor for- 
sake thee.” 

The enemy may come in like a flood, error may undermine her 
influence, friends may prove traitors to her cause, infidelity may 
unfold its black banner, and summon its votaries into the field, but 
God is with his Church, and he has said that the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. In times of danger, He will appear 
for her deliverance, and her enemies shall lick the dust, “for the 
Lord shall comfort Zion ; He will comfort all her waste places ; and 
He will make her wilderness like Eden, and her desert like the gar- 
den of the Lord; joy and gladness shall be found therein, thanks- 
giving and the voice of melody.” 

2. The obligations which rest on us, to exert an influence for the 
dissemination of this Divine Word. 

It is the Word of Life to all who receive it, and it comes to us load- 
ed with blessings. In all our difficulties and trials, it opens to us 
sources of heavenly consolation, and through it we are permitted to 
look beyond this vale of tears, to the bright morning which dawns 
beyond the grave. To it we owe the blessings which distinguish 
us from the heathen on our borders, and it becomes us to cherish a 
grateful heart toward Him who has conferred these blessings on us, 
and to exert our influence to give them the widest possible exten- 
sion. 

Great and solemn responsibilities devolve on us; and it becomes 
us, while deriving encouragement from divine promises and their 
fulfilment hitherto, not to overlook these responsibilities. 

In this blessed work, the ministry, the eldership, andthe Church, 
are to bear a distinct and appropriate part. There are a thousand 
channels through which Christian influence may flow, to affect the 
destinies of the world; nor is there a disciple of Christ, however, 
humble or poor, who may not make his influence felt in the remotest 
nation. Thus may the Word of God be borne abroad, to shed its 
blessings on distant and heathen lands. Places remote and near 
may become the recipients of these blessings, and the whole earth 
may rejoice in its beneficent and life-giving power. 

The hope of the world for the accomplishment of this great end, 
is the Church. Not the Churchas it is represented in any one of 
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its numerous denominations, and presented to view in a sectarian 
aspect; Lut the Church composed of all who sincerely love this 
Sacred Word, and have experienced in their hearts, its sanctifying 
influence—the invisible Church of God, whose names are written 
in heaven. 

Do you ask where this Church is to be found? We reply, 
wherever the genial influences of this Word have been felt, infus- 
ing life into the dead soul of man, changing its enmity to love, 
winning its affections over to God, and converting the soul to him. 
Those who are reconciled to him by the precious blood of that 
Savior in whom they trust, are his Church. 

Tell us not of the exclusive claims which men have set 
up. Tellus not of the different phases and aspects in which 
this church is presented to the world, and that one only can be 
true ; for we have the sure testimony of the blessed God, that all 
who love him in sincerity, united by faith to his Son, shall enter 
into his rest. ‘Their names are written in heaven; they are his 
church on earth in whatever Christian association they may he 
found. 

The Word of God contained in the sacred volume, may be dif- 
ferently bound and gilt, according to the fancy of those who pos- 
sess it; but it contains the same blessed Word, and conveys the 
same precious truth to the soul: So the Church of Christ exists 
on earth in different forms, and in different countries, and in differ- 
ent denominations, but it is one and the same Church, because all 
who belong to it love the same Savior, and strive for the advance- 
ment of the same blessed cause. 

Our Christian responsibilities lie within the circle of our influ- 
ence, and we are to do all in our power as members of the Church 
of Christ, to promote the dissemination of his sacred truth. We 
are ever to keep this object steadily in view, and to feel, that we 
are bound not to live unto ourselves, but unto Christ. 

3. We may learn for our encouragement the certainty of the 
universal spread and triumph of the divine Word. 

We are assured that it will not return void, and that the know- 
ledge of the Lord shall fill the earth as the waters cover the sea ; 
and were we disposed to doubt on this subject, there are innumera- 
ble testimonies which confirm and establish it. 

There are obstacles, it is true, to the spread of the gospel 
which are yet to be removed, and deficiencies to be supplied. 
Christian charity needs to be enlarged, and Christian effort put 
forth with more energy, and ina more humble spirit of depend- 
ence and of faith. But, so sure as God is true, these deficiencies 
will be provided for, and these obstacles overcome. The work is 
the work of God, and it will certainly be accomplished. It will 
move forward, not in the wild majesty of the tornado, nor in the 
fury of a tempest; but the silent and gentle influences of the 
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Word shall gradually pervade the mass of human mind, as the 
rain and dew the thirsty earth. 

The time is coming, when all who oppose themselves to the 
progress of this word shall fall before it. The kings and rulers of 
the earth who tremble for their thrones if this word should prevail, 
are to be changed in their policy or deprived of their power. The 
proud and mighty who will not yield themselves to its supremacy, 
shall be broken without the hand; formality is to give place to the 
spirit of religion, and all who love God will devote their energies 
to propagate His truth. It will go forth conquering and to con- 
quer, till all its enemies shall be subdued, and the whole earth 
shall come under its life-giving influence. 

Lift up your eyes, O downcast disciple, and view the evidences 
of the progress of this blessed cause. Go stand on the plains of 
India, and hear those idolaters read in their own native tongue of 
the Savior of men; hear them speak of the waning power of Bra- 
mah and of Vishnoo, and of the rising glories of the kingdom of 
the Redeemer. Go to benighted Africa, and see the untamed 
passions of the Hottentot subdued, and the bloody warrior sitting, 
like a little child, at the feet of the missionary of the cross. Go 
to the Islands of the Pacific, and behold a nation born to God in a 
day, the polluted savage changed into a man of prayer, and those 
dark spots of ignorance and superstition, becoming the abode of 
civilization, religion and happiness. Go wherever this word has 
exerted its appropriate influence, and you will see the moral de- 
serts of the world blooming like the rose, barbarous and savage 
customs giving way before it, ignorance dispelled, and superstition 
and idolatry abandoned ; you will hear the voice of prayer in place 
of idolatrous shouts over human victims offered in sacrifice, and 
the sweet songs of Zion ascending from voices hitherto unused to 
sacred melody. O what changes are transpiring in the world under 
the influences of the truth! 

We hail the day, the glorious day, which is now dawning! The 
night is past, and the bright tints of the morning now deck the 
eastern sky. It is time toawake out of sleep. Too long have we 
already slumbered in unbelief and sin. Fathers and brethren of 
our beloved Church, awake. Ye who have enlisted in the sacred 
cause of your Redeemer, awake! awake! Behold the banner of 
the cross is unfurled! It floats in the breeze! The martial trum- 
pet sounds, for the day is come, and the Lord himself musters his 
hosts to the battle. 

Let the cry be, onward! Press on! press on, ye who have 
enrolled yourselves as the soldiers of the cross. Press on to vic- 
tory! Shout, ye ransomed of the Lord, for great will be the day 
of your triumph ! 

But, remember, that it is not with carnal weapons that you are to 
begin, or end the strife. Put up thy sword within the sheath ; for 
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they that take the sword shall perish with the sword. The weap- 
ons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual. 

Go forth, then, my brethren, and exemplify this‘Word of Life in 
the dark world around you. ‘Teach it to your children, communi- 
cate it through the various channels of influence which Christian 
benevolence opens to you; publish it from the pulpit ; send it forth, 
and let its influence silently pervade the world, and haste to the ac- 
complishment of the great object for which it is a sal- 
vation and happiness of guilty and ruined man. “ Foras the rain 
cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth not 
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be, that goeth forth out of my mouth; it shall not 
return unto me void; but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. ‘‘ Even so blessed Je- 
sus, let thy kingdom come, and let the whole earth be filled with 
thy glory ' 








